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THE    BECORD 

■ 


THE     REPUBLICAN     PARTY 

vs. 

THE  FALSE   DEMOCRACY! 

| 


a  Our  cause  must  be  entrusted  to,  and  conducted  by,  | 
It*  own  undouibted  friends — those  whose  hands  are  free, 
whose  hearts  are  in  the  work,  who  do  care  for  the  re- 
sult."—A,  Lincoln. 

"This  is  a  world  of  compensation,  and  he  who  would 
bf  no  slave  must  consent  to  have  no  slave-  Those  who 
deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for  themselves,  and 
nader  a  just  God  cannot  long  retain  it." — A.  Lincoln. 

THE    REPUBLICAN    PARTY. 

The  Republican  party  was  organized  to 
resist  the  encroachments  of  slavery,  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  promote  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  country  and 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  people. 

In  the  platform  adopted  at  Philadelphia  in 
1358  by  the  first  National  Republican  Con- 
vention, this  resolution  was  embodied : 

u  Resolved,  That  the  maintenance  of  the 
principles  promulgated  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  embodied  in  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  is  essential  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  republican  institutions,  and 
that  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  rights  of 
the  States,  and  the  Union  of  the  States  shall 
be  preserved." 

The  same  Convention  declared  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  secure  to  all  its  citizens  the  rights  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  5  that 
Congress  was  endowed  with  sovereign 
power  in  all  the  Territories  ;  that  slavery 
should  be  prohibited  therein,  and  in  favor 
of  the  construction  of  the  Pacific  railroad 
and  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors, 
to  the  end,  that  the  lives  and  property  of 
-citizeus  be  rendered  secure,  commerce  pro- 
moted, and  the  great  natural  resources  of 
the  country  developed. 

PLATFORM  OF  I860- 

The  great  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1860 
reiterated  the  declarations  of  1856 — the 
principles  embodied  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  the  freedom  of  the  Territo- 
ries, the  inviolability  of  citizenship,  the 
equality  of  all  men  before  the  law — and  re- 


asserted the  duty  and  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  protect  and  develop  the 
commerce  and  resources  of  the  whole 
country  by  works  of  national  importance, 
and  to  provide  homesteads  upon  the  public 
domain  for  all  of  the  laboring  masses  who 
may  desire  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  same. 

HOW  THESE  PROMISES  HAVE  BEEN  REDEEMED  . 

1st. — The  Preservation  of  the  Union. — 
So  soon  as  it  was  settled  that  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  Republican  candidate,  had  been 
elected,  the  Democracy  from  one  end  of 
the  Union  to  the  other  declared  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Government.  The  Southern 
conspiracy  was  immediately  organized, 
with  the  declared  purpose  of  overthrowing 
the  Constitution,  and  in  this  the  conspira- 
tors were  encouraged  by  the  Democratic  lead- 
ers and  press  in  all  the  Northern  States. 

State  after  State,  under  the  lead  of  South- 
ern Democrats,  abetted  and  encouraged  by 
their  Northern  allies,  withdrew  from  the 
National  Congress  and  set  up  an  indepen- 
dent and  hostile  confederacy.  So  that, 
when  Mr.  Lincoln  acceded  to  power,  the 
Union  was  practically  broken  and  war  ac- 
tually inaugurated,  the  armies  of  the  Re- 
public dispersed  or  quartered  in  hostile 
territory  under  treasonable  leaders,  the 
national  vessels  disarmed  or  placed  upon 
distant  stations,  and  the  Southern  arsenals 
and  forts,  with  few  exceptions,  subjected  to 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  In  fact,  all  had 
been  done  by  the  traitorous  Democracy 
which  power  and  treason  could  accomplish 
or  suggest  to  destroy  the  Union  and  build 
up  a  rival  andhostile  Government.  Such  was 
the  legacy  bequeathed  by  the  Democracy  to 
the  incoming  Republican  Administration. 

In  his  inaugural  address,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
true  to  the  platform  upon  which  he  had 
been  nominated  and  elected,  declared  firmly, 
that  the  Union  of  the  States  would  be  pre- 


served,  and  the  forts  and  public  property 
repossessed.  After  four  years  of  desolat- 
ing war  this  promise  was  made  good.  The 
forts  and  public  places  were  reconquered, 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union  rendered  im- 
possible by  the  crushing  defeat  of  the 
armed  Democracy. 

In  the  progress  of  the  contest,  the  Re- 
publican party  remained  true  to  all  its 
ether  pledges,  and; 

2d.  Enacted  a  law  by  which  slavery  was 
forever  prohibited  in  all  the  Territories, 
and  the  equality  of  citizenship  therein  de- 
clared and  established. 

3d.  The  Republican  party  also  remem- 
bered and  kept  its  promise  to  the  landless 
laborers  of  the  country  by  the  enactment 
of  the  Homestead  law,  under  which  any 
citizen  who  will  settle  upon  and  cultivate 
a  portion  of  the  public  domain,  may  ac- 
quire title  thereto  by  the  payment  of  a  nomi- 
nal fee.  And  to  render  such  settlement  pos- 
sible and  desirable — 

THE  PACIFIC  RAILROADS. 

4th.  It  has  provided  for  the  construc- 
tion of  three  great  trans-continental  rail- 
roads, traversing  the  public  domain  for  more 
than  6,000  miles,  and  opening  to  settlement 
an  area  of  country  capable  of  furnishing 
homes  to  50,000,000  of  people.  Over  these 
lines,  when  constructed,  will  pass  the  rich 
commerce  of  Europe  and  the  Indies,  en- 
riching not  only  the  country  and  people  in 
their  vicinity,  but  building  up  great  com- 
mercial cities  and  towns  in  every  section  of 
the  Union  connected  with  the  trunk  lines  by 
iatteral  roads  or  water  ways.  The  exhaust- 
Ipss  mineral  resources  of  the  great  interior 
of  the  continent  will  be  opened  to  the  capi- 
tal and  enterprise  of  our  people,  and  the 
idlers  who  now  throng  our  cities  and  towns 
will  there  find  attractive  and  profitable  em- 
ployment. The  Homestead  and  Pacific 
Railways — monuments  of  Republican  faith 
and  sagacity — are  marching  hand  in  hand 
across  the  continent,  conquering  at  the 
same  time  the  forests,  the  plains,  the  moun- 
tains, an  international  commerce,  and  the 
prejudices  and  skepticism  of  centuries. 
But,  with  this  material  progress,  the  Re- 
publican party  has  also  remembered  its 
pledges  to  the  lowly  and  oppressed. 

THE  ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

4th.— ^-It  has  abolished  slavery  in  all  the 
States,  and  by  constitutional  amendment 
forever  prohibited  its  re-establishment  with- 
in the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Union. 
it  has  empowered  the  National  Congress 
to  enact  laws  for  the  enforcement  of  equal 
civil  rights,  and,  in  pursuance  of  this  au- 
thority, Congress  has  enacted 


THE  CIVIL  RIGHTS  LAW. 

By  this  great  act,  citizenship  is  forever 
established,  and  adequate  protection  pro- 
vided. Under  a  faithful  and  honest  Admin- 
istration, that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  guarantees  to  the  citizen  of  any  State 
the  privileges  of  a  citizen  in  any  other  State, 
is  made  operative  and  effective.  Vital  as  is 
this  provision,  but  for  the  Republican  party 
it  would  have  remained  a  dead  letter.  It  is 
now  a  potent  and  living  principle. 

EQUAL  REPRESENTATION. 

5th. — The  Republican  party  has  pro- 
vided by  Constitutional  amendment  that, 
where  any  persons,  on  account  of  race  or 
color,  are  denied  the  elective  franchise, 
they  shall  not  be  counted  in  the  basis 
of  representation.  While  slavery  existed 
three-fifths  of  the  slaves  or  colored  peo- 
ple were  counted  in  the  basis  of  represen- 
tation from  the  slave  States,  while  they 
were  allowed  no  vote.  By  continuing  this 
provision  the  late  slave  States  would,  for 
the  present  colored  population,  return  to 
Congress  about  40  Representatives — at  the 
same  time  denying  that  people  any  voice 
in  their  election.  This,  in  some  districts 
in.the  South,  wouldgive  one  man  the  power 
of  three  men  in  the  North,  or  one  rebel  in 
South  Carolina  a  voice  in  national  affairs 
as  potent  as  the  votes  of  three  loyal  men 
in  any  of  the  Northern  or  Northwestern 
States.  Rather  than  surrender  this  unfair 
and  inadmissible  advantage,  every  rebel 
State  refused  to  return  to  the  Union. 

Congress,  seeing  that  the  loyal  people  of 
the  South  could  find  no  protection  from 
the  dominant  rebel  element  but  in  the  bal- 
lot, adopted  the  Military  Reconstruction 
Laws,  under  whieh  free  constitutions  have 
been  established,  and  every  class  of  citizens 
enfranchised,  except  a  few  who  are  disfran- 
chised for  perjury  and  treason.  The  pro- 
posed constitutional  amendment  is,  how- 
ever, adhered  to,  and  will  have  been  adopted 
by  three-fourths  of  the  States  when  this 
reaches  the  reader.  It  will  produce  enfran- 
chisement of  the  colored  race  in  the  other 
States,  or  withdraw  that  race  from  the  basis 
of  representation. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  Republican  party 
has  not  only  redeemed  its  pledges,  made  in 
its  platforms  of  1856  and  18(30,  but  has 
moved  forward  with  the  great  events  of  the 
domestic  conflict  in  which  the  nation  was 
involved;  has  read  with  unerring  sagacity 
the  lessons  of  the  time,  and  embraced  the 
progress  and  enforced  the  reforms  which 
they  indicated  and  demanded.  We  say  the 
Republican  party  has  done  this,  because, 
in  every  advance,  the  whole  power  of  the 


Democratic  party  has  been  interposed  as  a 
barrier  to  progress.  In  proof  of  this  the 
following  is  submitted: 

1st. — The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  was  opposed  by  the  whole 
strength  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Con- 
gress and  supported  by  every  Republican. 

2d. — The  prohibition  of  slavery  in  all  the 
Territories  was  unitedly  supported  by  the 
Republicans,  and  as  unitedly  opposed  by 
the  Democracy. 

3d. — Setting  free  the  slaves  of  rebels  was 
accomplished  by  aunited  Republican  against 
a  united  Democratic  vote. 

4th. — Authorizing  the  enlistment  of  col- 
ored soldiers  was  carried  by  Republican 
votes  against  the  united  opposition  of  the 
Democrats  in  Congress. 

5th. — The  return  of  slaves  to  their  mas- 
ters by  the  Union  troops  was  advocated  by 
the  Democracy,  and  even  practised  by 
General  McClellan,  but  was  prohibited  in 
an  additional  article  of  war  adopted  by 
Republican  votes. 

6th. — The  Emancipation  Proclamation  of 
President  Lincoln  was  opposed  and  de- 
nounced by  the  Democratic  and  rebel  press 
and  leaders  throughout  the  country,  and 
advocated  and  sustained  by .  Republicans 
everywhere.  A  Democratic  Senator  de- 
clared in  his  placg  that,  "If  you  should  lib- 
erate the  slaves  in  the  rebellious  States,  the 
momentyou  reorganize  the  white  inhabitants 
of  those  States,  as  States  in  the  Union,  they 
would  reduce  these  slaves  again  to  a  state 
of  slavery,  or  they  would  expel  them,  or 
hunt  them  as  wild  beasts  and  exterminate 
them."  And  the  conduct  of  the  leading 
rebels  since  the  war  has  demonstrated,  that 
but  for  the  interposition  of  the  Republican 
Congress,  the  prediction  of  this  Democratic 
Senator  might  now  be  history. 

7th. — Conferring  the  right  of  suffrage 
upon  colored  men  in  the  Territories  was 
opposed  by  every  Democrat  in  Congress 
and  supported  by  all  the  Republicans. 

8  th. — The  enfranchisement  of  the  colored 
people  of  the  rebel  States  has  been,  at 
every  step,  opposed  by  every  Democrat  in 
Congress,  and  by  all  the  leaders  of  that  party 
in  every  section  of  the  country,  and  sup- 
ported and  carried  by  Republican  votes 
only. 

With  such  a  record  as  this  staring  him  in 
the  face,  where  is  there  a  loyal  colored  man 
who  can  support  the  Democratic  party  ? 
If  there  be  one  such,  let  him  read  and  re- 
flect upon  this  record  of  Democratic  oppo- 
sition to  his  liberty  and  safety. 

TIIE    HOMESTEAD    LAW.' 

This  great  measure  in  behalf  of  the  labor- 


ing people  of  the  country,  which  had  been 
many  years  under  discussion  by  the  people, 
was,  in  1859,  first  sanctioned  by  Congress, 
against  the  opposition  of  a  majority  of  the 
Democrats,  being  carried  by  a  united  Re- 
publican vote  and  some  few  Democrats,  b^fc 
it  was  vetoed  by  President  Buchanan,  in 
obedience  to  the  dictation  of  the  Democratic 
leaders.  The  exigencies  of  the  war  pre- 
vented its  further  consideration  until  1862, 
when  the  measure  was  passed  by  the  Re- 
publican Congress,  and  approved  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

THE    SOUTHERN    HOMESTEAD. 

After  the  close  of  the  rebellion  the  ques- 
tion of  homes  for  the  landless  millions  of 
the  South  came  before  the  Republican 
Congress  for  consideration.  It  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  Government  still  held  in 
the  rebel  States  about  50,000,000  acres  of 
public  land,  and  that  with  this  exception 
the  whole  landed  estate  of  the  South  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  late  wealthy  slave-own- 
ers. Practically  the  soil  of  those  States  was 
monopolized  by  a  few  hundred  thousand 
men,  while  more  than  five  millions  of  people 
were  both  without  homes  and  without  the 
means  to  purchase  them,  and,  to  aggravate 
their  condition  still  more,  the  land  monopo- 
lists were  unwilling  to  sell  to  the  landless. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  the  Land  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  promptly  reported  a 
bill,  reserving  all  the  public  lands  in  the 
rebel  States  from  sale  or  disposal  except  to 
actual  settlers  under  the  Homestead  law, 
limiting  entries  to  eighty  acres. 

Strange  to  say,  this  beneficent  and  _ne- 
cessary  measure  was  opposed  by  the  united 
strength  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Con- 
gress"; but  the  measure  became  a  law  by 
Republican  votes,  and  many  of  the  poor 
laboring  men  of  the  South  have  already 
acquired  homes  under  it. 

RESTORATION    OF    CONFISCATED    PROPERTY    TO 
LOYAL   OWNERS. 

In  striking  contrast,  but  in  strict  keep- 
ing with  their  votes  on  the  Southern  home- 
stead, is  the  united  vote  of  the  Democracy 
in  Congress  against  restoring  to  loyal  own- 
ers property  confiscated  by  the  rebel  Gov- 
ernment and  used  in  aid  of  the  rebel  cause 
The  bill  to  restore  lands  and  tenements  of 
loyal  owners,  which  had  been  confiscated 
by  the  rebel  Government,  was  reported  by 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee.  On  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  which  if  carried 
would  have  defeated  the  bill,  every  Demo- 
crat but  one  voted  in  the  affirmative,  every 
Republican  in  the  negative.  See  House 
proceedings,  July  24,  1866. 


IMPEACHMENT. 

On  every  vote  relating  to  the  impeach- 
ment of  President  Johnson  for  usurpa- 
tions and  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 
of  which  he  stands  convicted  by  a  two- 
Thirds  vote  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  less 
one  vote  in  the  Senate  and  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  American  people,  every  Demo- 
cratic vote  was  cast  to  excuse  Mr.  John- 
son, thereby  endorsing  and  assuming  the 
responsibility  of  his  acts. 

THE   OATH    OF  ATTORNEYS. 

On  the  bill  excluding  from  practice  in  the 
courts  attorneys  guilty  of  treason,  felony, 
bribery,  or  murder,  or  of  aiding  the  rebel- 
lion against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  every  Democrat  voted  against  and 
every  Republican  for  the  bill. 

VALIDATING    CERTAIN    PROCLAMATIONS    OF 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

A  bill  was  introduced  into  the  House 
declaring  valid  the  acts  and  proclamations 
of  the  President  in  defense  of  the  Govern- 
ment, done  and  made  prior  to  July  1, 1866 ; 
passed — ayes  112,  all  Republicans  ;  nays 
32,  all  Democrats.  Senate — ayes  36,  Re- 
publicans ;  nays  8,  Democrats. 

BOUNTIES  TO  SLAVE-OWNERS. 

On  the  bill  suspending  the  payment  of 
bounties  to  owners  of  enlisted  slaves,  the 
vote  was — ayes  107,  all  Republicans  ;  nays 
36,  all  Democrats.  House  proceedings, 
January  14,  1867. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution, known  as  the  fourteenth  article, 
has  not  only  been  opposed  by  every  Dem- 
ocrat in  Congress,  but  by  every  Democrat 
in  every  State  Legislature,  simply  because 
It  equalizes  the  power  of  voters  in  the  sev- 
eral States  of  the  Union,  and  disfranchises 
some  of  the  prominent  rebels,  who  are 
guilty  of  both  treason  and  perjury. 

In  two  of  the  States,  where  temporary 
Democratic  majorities  have  been  obtained, 
the  ratification  of  this  amendment  has 
been  rescinded;  a  plain  indication  that  all 
the  practical  measures  of  Congress  for  the 
protection  of  loyal  men  will  be  repealed 
should  the  rebel  Democracy  attain  the  as- 
cendency in  the  National  Legislature. 

The  amendment  farther  provides  that  the 
validity  of  the  public  debt  authorized  by 
law,  including  debts  incurred  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  and  bounties  for  services 
In  suppressing  the  rebellion,  shall  not  be 
questioned.  And,  that  neither  the  States 
nor  the  United  States,  shall  ever  assume 
or  pay  any  debt  contracted  in  aid  of  the 


rebellion,  or  any  claim  for  the  loss  of 
emancipated  slaves.  These  propositions 
have  not  only  been  supported  bv  all  the 
Republicans  in  Congress  and  in  the  whole 
country,  but  have  been  opposed  by  all  the 
Democrats  in  and  out  of  Congress  and  by 
all  the  Southern  rebels. 

Why  should  the  Democrats  so  persist- 
ently oppose  these  just  safeguards,  unless 
it  is  their  purpose  to  repudiate  the  national 
obligations?  If  theyintend  to  pav  the  na- 
tional debt,  including  pensions  and  bounties, 
why  not  say  so  in  the  Constitution  ?  .  If 
they  do  not  intend  to  pay  pia  rebel  debt 
and  claims  for  emancipated  slaves,  why  not 
prohibit  their  payment  in  the  Constitution? 
Let  some  Democrat  answer  these  questions. 

THE  READMISSION  OF  THE  STATES. 

On  the  recent  bills  for  the  readmission 
of  Arkansas,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana, 
with  their  free  and  liberal  constitutions, 
every  Democrat  voted  in  the  negative  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  They  hold  the 
restoration  of  these  States  as  unconstitu- 
tional, and  only  await  a  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  Congress  to  repeal  the  law,  dis- 
franchise the  colored  people,  and  welcome 
the  States  back  under  the  control  of  the 
rebel  leaders  ;  in  fact,  a$  practical  reor- 
ganization of  the  rebellion.  Witness  the 
vote  of  the  Democratic  members  and  Sena- 
tors in  Congress,  and  the  protest  of  the 
Democratic  members  of  the  House  against 
the  admission  of  Arkansas.  Also,  the  fol* 
lowing  declaration  of  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  the  Vice  Presidency,  which  was 
written  for  the  purpose,  and  had  the  effect, 
of  producing  his  nomination.  Here  is  what 
he  says: 

11  There  is  but  one  way  to  restore  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Constitution,  and  that  is 
for  the  Presidentelect  to  declare  thnse  acts  null 
and  void,  compel  the  army  to  undo  its  usur- 
pation at  the  South,  disperse  the  carpet-bag 
State  governments,  allow  the  white  people  to 
reorganize  their  own  governments,  and  elect 
Senators  and  Revresentatives. 


REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM. 

The  Rational  Republican  Party  of  the  United 
States,  assembled  in  Rational  Convention 
in  the  City  of  Chicago,  on  the  20th  day  of 
May,  1868,  make  the  following  declaration 
of  principles : 

1.  We  congratulate  the  country  on  the 
assured  success  of  the  Reconstruction  policy 
of  Congress,  as  evinced  by  the  adoption  in 
the  majority  of  the  States  lately  in  rebellion 
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of  constitutions  securing  equal  civil  and 
political  rights  to  all,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
;he  Tjovernrnent  to  sustain  those  institutions 
arid  to  prevent  the  people  of  such  States  from 
being  remitted  to  a  state  of  anarchy. 

2.  The  guarantee  by  Congress  of  equal 
suffrage  to  all  loyal  men  at  the  South  was 
demanded  by  every  consideration  of  public 
safety,  of  gratitude,  and  of  justice,  and  must 
be  maintained  ;  wliile  the  question  of  suf- 
frage in  all  the  loyal  States  properly  belongs 
to  the  people  of  those  States. 

:;.  We  denounce  all  forms  of  repudiation 
as  a  national  crime,  and  the  national  honor 
requires  the  payment  of  the  public  indebted- 
ness in  the  uttermost  good  faith  to  all  cred- 
itors at  home  and  abroad,  not  only  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  the  laws 
under  which  it  was  contracted. 

4.  It  is  due  to  the  labor  of  the  nation  that 
taxation  should  be  equalized,  and  reduced 
as  rapidly  as  the  national  faith  will  permit. 

o.  The  national  debt  contracted,  as  it  has 
been,  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  for 
all  time  to  come,  should  be  extended  over 
a  fair  period  for  redemption  ;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  Congress  toreduce  the  rate  of  inter- 
est *  thereon  whenever  it  can  be  honestly 
done. 

6.  That  the  best  policy  to  diminish  our 
burden  of  debt  is  to  so  improve  our  credit 
that  capitalists  will  seek  to  loan  us  money 
at  lower  rates  of  interest  than  we  now  pay, 
and  must  continue  to  pay  so  long  as  repudi- 
ation, partial  or  total,,  open  or  covert,  is 
threatened  or  suspected. 

7.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  be  administered  with  the  strictest 
economy,  and  the  corruptions  which  have 
been  so  shamefully  nursed  and  fostered  by 
Andrew  Johnson  call  loudly  for  radical 
reform. 

8.  We  profoundly  deplore  the  untimely 
and  tragic  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
regret  the  accession  of  Andrew  Johnson  to 
the  Presidency,  who  has  acted  treacherously 
to  the  people  who  elected  him  and  the  cause 
he  was  pledged  to  support;  who  has  warped 
high  legislative  and  judicial  functions ;  who 
has  refused  to  execute  the  laws;  who  has 
used  his  high  office  to  induce  other  officers  to 
ignore  and  violate  the  laws ;  who  has  em- 
ployed his  executive  powers  to  render  inse- 
cure the  property,  the  peace,  liberty  and  life 
of  the  citizen;  who  has  abused  the  pardon- 
ing power  ;  who  has  denounced  the  National 
Legislature  as  unconstitutional;  who  has 
persistently  and  corruptly  resisted,  by  every 
measure  in  his  power,  every  proper  attempt 
at  the  reconstruction  of  the  States  lately  in 
rebellion ;  who  has  perverted  the  public 
patronage  into  an  engine  of  wholesale  cor- 
ruption, and  who  has  been  justly  impeached 


for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  anc* 
properly  23ronouncedguiilythereoroy  the  vote 
of  35  Senators. 

9.  The  doctrine  of  Great  Britain  and  othej 
European  powers,  that' because  a  man  is 
once- a  subject  he  is  always  so,  must  be  re- 
sisted  at  every  hazard  by  the  United  States, 
as  a  relic  of  the  feudal  times,  not  author 
ized  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  at  war  with 
our  national  honor  and  independence.  Na- 
turalized citizens  are  entitled  to  be  protect 
ed  in  all  their  rights  of  citizenship  as  though 
they  were  native  born,  and  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  native  or  naturalized,  must 
be  liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  any 
foreign  power  for  acts  done  or  words  spoken 
in  this  country  ;  and  if  so  arrested  and  im- 
prisoned, it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  interfere  in  his  behalf. 

10.  Of  all  who  were  faithful  in  the  trials 
of  the  late  war,  there  were  none  entitled  to 
more  especial  honor  than  the  brave  soldiers 
and  seamen  who  endured  the  hardships  of 
campaign  and  cruise  and  imperiled  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  the  country ;  the  boun- 
ties and  pensions  provided  by  the  laws  for 
these  brave  defenders  of  the  nation  are  ob- 
ligations never  to  be  forgotten  ;  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  gallant  dead  are  the 
wards  of  the  people,  a  sacred  legacy  be- 
queathed to  the  nation's  protecting  care. 

11.  Foreign  emigration — which  in  the 
past  has  added  so  much  to  the  wealth,  devel- 
opment, and  resources  and  increase  of  power 
to  this  nation,  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed 
of  all  nations — should  be  fostered  and  en- 
couraged by  a  liberal  and  just  policy. 

12.  This  Convention  declares  itself  in 
sympathy  with  all  the  oppressed  people 
which  are  struggling  for  their  rights. 

ADDITIONAL   RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  commend  the 
spirit  of  magnanimity  and  forbearance  with 
which  the  men  who  have  served  in  the  re- 
bellion, but  now  frankly  and  honestly  co- 
operate with  us  in  restoring  the  country  and 
reconstructing  the  Southern  State  govern- 
ments upon  the  basis  of  impartial  justice 
and  equal  rights,  are  received  back  into  the 
communion  of  the  loyal  people  ;  and  we 
favor  the  removal  of  the  disqualifications 
and  restrictions  placed  upon  the  late  rebels 
in  the  same  measure  as  their  spirit  of  loy- 
alty will  direct,  and  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  loyal  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  great 
principles  laid  down  in  the  immortal  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  as  the  true  founda- 
tion of  democratic  government,  and  we  hail 
with  gladness  every  effort  toward  making 
these  principles  a  living  reality  on  every  inch 
of  American  soil. 
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LETTER  OF  GEN.  U.  S.  GRANT 
Accepting   the   Republican   Nomination. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  May  29,1868. 
General  Jos.  R.  Hawley,  President  Na- 
tional Union  Republican  Convention : 
In  formally  accepting  the  nomination  of 
the  National  Union  Republican  Convention 
of  the  21st  of  May  inst.,  it  seems  proper 
that  some  statement  of  views  beyond  the 
mere  acceptance  of  the  nomination  should 
be  expressed.  The  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention were  marked  with  wisdom,  modera- 
tion, and  patriotism,  and  I  believe  express 
the  feelings  of  the  great  mass  of  those  who 
sustained  the  country  through  its  recent 
trials.     I  endorse  their  resolutions. 

If  elected  to  the  office  of  President  of 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  administer  all  the  laws  in  good  faith, 
with  economy  and  with  the  view  of  giving 
peace,  quiet,  and  protection  everywhere.  In 
times  like  the  present  it  is  impossible,  or  at 
least  eminently  improper,  to  lay  down  a 
policy  to  be  adhered  to  right  or  wrong 
through  an  administration  of  four  years. 
New  political  issues  not  foreseen  are  con- 
stantly arising ;  the  views  of  the  public  on 
old  ones  are  constantly  changing,  and  a 
purely  administrative  officer  should  always 
be  left  free  to  execute  the  will  of  the  people. 
I  always  have  respected  that  will  and  always 
shall. 

Peace  and  universal  prosperity,  its  se- 
quence, with  economy  of  administration, 
will  lighten  the  burden  of  taxation,  while  it 
constantly  reduces  the  national  debt.  Let 
us  nave  peace. 
Vvlth  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
IT.  S.  GRANT. 


LETTER  OF  SCHUYLER  COLFAX 

Accepting   the   Republican   Nomination. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  30,  1868. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Hawley,  President  of  the  Na- 
tional Union  Republican  Convention  : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  platform  adopted  by  the 
patriotic  Convention  over  which  you  pre- 
sided, and  the  resolutions  which  so  happily 
supplement-  it,  so  entirely  agree  with  my 
views  as  to  a  just  national  policy,  that  my 
thanks  are  due  to  the  delegates  as  much  for 
this  clear  and'  auspicious  declaration  of 
principles  as  for  the  nomination  with 
which  I  have  been  honored,  and  which  I 
gratefully  accept. 


When  a  great  rebellion  which  imperiled 
the  national  existence  was  at  last  over- 
thrown, the  duty  of  all  others  devolving 
on  those  intrusted  with  the  responsibilities 
of  legislation  evidently  was,  to  require  that 
the  revolted  States  should  be  readmitted 
to  participation  in  the  Government  against 
which  they  had  warred,  only  on  such  a 
basis  as  to  increase  and  fortify,  not  to 
weaken  or  endanger,  the  strength  of  the 
nation.  Certainly  no  one  ought  to  have 
claimed  that  they  should  be  readmitted 
under  such  rules  that  their  organizations 
as  States  could  ever  again  be  used,  as  at 
the  opening  of  the  war,  to  defy  the  na- 
tional authority  or  to  destroy  the  national 
unity;  This  principle  has  been  the  polar 
star  of  those  who  have  inflexibly  insisted 
on  the  Congressional  policy  your  Conven- 
tion so  cordially  indorsed. 

Baffled  by  executive  opposition  and  per- 
'sistent  refusals  to  accept  any  plan  of  re- 
construction proffered  by  Congress,  justice 
and  public  safety  at  last  combined  to  teach 
us  that  only  by  an  enlargement  of  suffrage 
in  those  States  could  the  desired  end  be 
attained,  and  that  it  was  even  more  safe  to 
give  the  ballot  to  those  who  loved  the 
Union  than  to  those  who  had  sought  inef- 
fectually to  destroy  it.  The  assured  suc- 
cess of  this  legislation  is  being  written  on 
the  adamant  of  history,  and  will  be  our 
triumphant  vindication. 

More  clearly,  too,  than  ever  before  does 
the  nation  now  recognize  that  the  greatest 
glory  of  a  republic  is  that  it  throws  the 
shield  of  its  protection  over  the  humblest, 
and  the  weakest  of  its  people,  and  vindi- 
cates the  rights  of  the  poor  and  the  power- 
less as  faithfully  as  those  of  the  rich  and 
the  powerful.  I  rejoice,  too,  in  this  Conven- 
tion to  find  in  your  platform  the  frank  and 
fearless  avowal  that  the  naturalized  citizea 
must  be  protected  abroad  "  at  every  haz- 
ard as  though  they  were  native  born."  Our 
whole  people  are  foreigners  or  descendants 
of  foreigners.  Our  fathers  established  by 
arms  their  right  to  be  called  a  nation  ;  it 
remains  for  us  to  esiablish  the  right  to  wel- 
come to  our  shores  all  who  arc  willing  by 
oaths  of  allegiance  to  become  American 
citizens.  Perpetual  allegiance,  as  claimed 
abroad,  is  only  another  name  for  jpferptetuai 
bondage,  and  would  make  all  slaves  to  the 
soil  where  they  first  saw  the  light.  Our 
national  cemeteries  prove  how  faithfully 
these  oaths  of  fidelity  to  their  adopted  land 
have  been  sealed  in  the  life  blood  of  thou- 
sands upon  thousands.  Should  we  then 
be  faithless  to  the  dead  if  we  did  not  pro- 
tect their  living  brethren  in  the   enjoyment 


of  that  nationality  for  which,  side  by  side 
wkh  the  native  born,  our  soldiers  of  for- 
eign birth  laid  down  their  lives? 

It  was  fitting,  too,  that  the  representa- 
tives of  a  party  which  had  proved  so  true 
to  national  duty  in  time  of  war,  should 
speak  so  clearly  in  time  of  peace  for  the 
maintenance  untarnished  of  national  honor, 
national  credit  and  good  faith,  as  regards 
its  debt,  the  cost  of  our  national  existence. 

I  do  not  need  to,  extend  this  reply  by  fur- 
ther comment  on  a  platform  which  has 
elicited  such  hearty  approval  throughout 
the  land;  the  debt'of  gratitude  it  acknowl- 
edges to  the  brave  men  who  saved  the  Union 
from  destruction;  the  frank  approval  of 
amnesty  based  on  repentance  and  loyalty; 
the  demand  for  the  most  thorough  economy 
and  honesty  in  the  Government;  the  sympa- 
thy of  the  party  of  liberty  with  all  through- 
out the  world  who  long  for  the  liberty  we 
here  enjoy  and  the  recognition  of  the  sub- 
lime principles  of  the  Declaration  of^  Inde- 
pendence are  worthy  of  the  organization  on 
whose  banners  they  are  to  be  written  in 
the  coming  contest.  Its  past  record  can- 
not be  blotted  out  or  forgotten.  If  there 
bad  been  no  Republican  party  slavery 
would  to-day  cast  its  baleful  shadow  over 
the  Republic.  If  there  had  been  no  Re- 
publican party  a  free  press  and  free  speech 
would  be  as  unknown  from  the  Potomac  to 
the  Rio  Grande  as  ten  years  ago.  If  the 
Republican  party-could  have  been  stricken 
from  existence  when  the  banner  of  the  re- 
bellion was  unfurled,  and  when  the  response 
of  "no  coercion"  was  heard  at  the  North, 
we  would  have  had  no  nation  to-day.  But 
for  the  Republican  party  daring  to  risk 
the  odium  of  tax  and  draft  laws,  our  flag 
could  not  have  been  kept  flying  on  the  field 
till  the  long-looked  for  victory  came. 
WithoutaRepublicanparty  the  Civil  Rights 
bill,  the  guarantee  of  equality  under  the 
law  to  the  humble  and  the  defenceless,  as 
well  as  to  the  strong,  would  not  be  to-day 
upon  our  national  statute  book. 

With  such  inspirations  from  the  past, 
and  following  the  example  of  the  founders 
of  the  Republic,  who  called  the  victorious 
General  of  the  Revolution  to  preside  over 
the  land  his  triumphs  had  saved  from  its 
enemies,  I  cannot  doubt  that  our  labors 
will  be  crowned  with  success,  and  it  will  be 
a  success  that  will  bring  restored  hope, 
confidence, prosperity,  and  progress — South 
a3  well  as  North,  West  as  well  as  East— 
and,  above  all,  the  blessings,  under  Provi- 
dence, of  national  concord  and  peace. 
Very  truly  yours, 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 


RECORD  No.  2. 


DECLARATION  OP  PRINCIPLES,  1868. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  careful  perusal  of 
the  platform  of  principles  adopted  by 
the  Republican  Convention  which  nom- 
inated Grant  and  Colfax,  that  there  is  a 
firm  adherence  to  the  policy  and  measures 
which  have  repeatedly  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  American  people. 

That  the  loyal  State  governments  which 
have  been  organized  in  pursuance  of  law 
are  to  be  maintained,  the  basis  of  equal 
rights  before  the  law  to  be  adhered  to,  the 
public  faith  at  home  and  abroad  to  be 
strictly  observed,  the.  burden  of  the  na- 
tional debt  reduced  as  rapidly  as  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  will  permit,  the 
corruptions  fostered  by  a  recreant  Execu- 
tive exposed  and  reformed,  the  rights  of 
American  citizens  at  home  and  abroad  to 
be  protected  and  defended,  the  obligations 
of  the  nation  to  its  heroic  defenders  to  be 
redeemed,  foreign  emigration  invited,  the 
principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence made  effective,  and  the  right-hand 
of  fellowship  to  be  extended  to  all  those 
lately  in  rebellion,  wno  have  honestly  and 
earnestly  aided  the  work  of  restoration  on 
principles  of  impartial  justice  and  in  ao- 
cordance  with  the  loyal  sentiment  of  the 
nation. 

THE  LETTERS  OF  ACCEPTANCE. 

The  letters  of  General  Grant  and  Hon, 
Schuyler  Colfax  accepting  the  Republican 
nomination,  are  models  of  brevity  and  pa- 
triotism. They  give  forth  no  -uncertain 
sound.  They  are  a  square  acceptance  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  an  unqualified  declaration  that  the  will 
of  the  nation  will  be  respected.  No  per- 
sonal or  Presidential  policy  is  to  be  inter- 
posed to  thwart  the  expressed  will  of  the 
people. 

These  letters  should  be  read  by  every 
Republican.  They  contain  no  unmeaning 
phrases,  designed  to  deceive  the  people. 
They  will  bear  the  same  construction  in 
every  section  of  the  country,  and  therefore 
are  such  as  become  the  national  candidates 
of  a  great  national  party. 

THE  CANDIDATES. 

For  President,  U.  S.  Grant. 

The  candidate  of  the  Republican  party 
for  President,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  was 
selected  with  greater^unanimity  than  has 
been  any  other  candidate  for  the  same  office 
since  the  days  of  Washington.     His  was 
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not  the  nomination  of  a  cauous  or  conven- 
tion, but  the  choice  of  the  loyal  people. 
The  members  of  the  Convention  who  nom- 
inated General  Grant  but  gave  expression 
to  the  positive  instructions  with  which 
they  were  charged.  He  accepts  the  place 
and  promises  to  discharge  the  duties  in 
obedience  to,  the  popular  judgment. 

lie  was  not  chosen  to  reward,  him  for 
the  great  service  he  had  rendered  the 
country,  but  because  the  country  requires 
his  services  in  the  place  to  which  he  has 
been  nominated,  and  will  be  chosen. 

To  quiet  the  turbulence  of  unrepentant 
rebels,  allay  the  spirit  of  discord  engendered 
by  the  war,  give  peace  and  security  to  the 
whole  country,  establish  justice,  secure 
economy  in  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, stability  and  prosperity  to  all  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  nation,  allay  the 
intensity  of  party  strife,  and  discover  and 
develop  the  great  material  resources  of  the 
oountry,  requires  at  this  time,  not  a  mere 
partizan,  but  a  man  of  firm  purposes,  of 
unostentatious  demeanor,  of  inflexible  tena- 
city and  of  unquestioned  patriotism ;  one 
in  whom  all  sections  may  confide,  whom 
loyal  men  may  thrust  and  rebels  and  dis- 
organizes fear  and  respect.  Because  Gen. 
Grant  possesses  those  qualities  in  a  high 
degree,  unstained  by  mere  partizanship  and 
untarnished  by  mistakes  or  blunders  in  the 
discharge  of  public  trusts,  he  has  been  se- 
lected 5  and  because  the  people  can  confide 
in  him,  he  will  be  elected.  It  is  not  mili- 
tary renown,  but  solid  and  reliable  states- 
manship, that  has  placed  him  in  the  front 
at  this  time.  It  was  not  the  preference  of 
politicians,  but  the  exigencies  of  country 
which  led  the  people  to  demand  the  nomi- 
nation of  Gen.  Grant.  The  same  unerring 
popular  judgment  which  conducted  the  na- 
tion to  triumph  over  the  rebellion,  has  de- 
manded that  the  consequences  of  the  national 
success  shall  inure  to  the  country,  and  that 
the  national  destiny  shall  be  entrusted  to 
''its  own  undoubted  friends,  whose  hands 
are  free,  whose  hearts  are  in  the  work,  who 
do  care  for  the  result,"  and  who  in  peace 
as  in  war  can  command  success.  It  is  not 
by  words  but  by  wrorks  that  Gen.  Grant 
is  known.'  It  is  by  works  that  he  is  to  be 
elected,  by  works  that  his  duty  is  to  be 
performed',  by  works  that  peace  and  safety, 
and  liberty,  and  justice  are  to  be  secured. 
By  the  same  sign  which  gave  success  in 
the  field — the  united  and  determined  sup- 
port of  all  loyal  men— will  victory  be  won 
m  the  forum.  The  same  issues  are  involved 
in  the  contest.  ♦,  Substantially  the   same 


leaders  are  arrayed  on  either  side,  and,  as 
the  people  rally  to  the  standard  of  the  just 
or  the  unjust,  will  victory  or  defeat  come  to 
the  respective  standard  bearers. 

For  Vice  President,  Schuyler  Colfax. 

Here  we  have  a  pure,  an  incorruptibk- 
statesman.  One  who  by  his  industry,  hi-> 
ability,  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  to? 
country  has  won  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  American  people.  By  no  act  of 
violence  will  the  enemies  of  the  country 
seek  to,  bring  this  unflinching  patriot  to  the 
head  of  the  Government.  His  Record  is 
unblemished,  his  character  unquestioned, 
and  his  success  undoubted.  He  is  emphati- 
cally the  representative  of  the  younger  and 
more  ardent  of  the  Republican  phalanx. 

Thus,  with  a  record  in  defense  of  liberty 
unimpeached,  covered  with  honors  in  sup- 
port of  the  Union,  with  all  its  measures 
fully  endorsed  and  its  policy  fully  sanc- 
tioned by  the  people,  the  Republican  party 
enters  upon  the  contest  with  its  old  and 
oft-defeated  opponents,  led  by  candidates 
who,  under  favorable  or  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances, have  always  achieved  success. 
As  in  the  past,  it  contends,  now  for  th° 
unity  and  perpetuity  of  the  nation,  for  hu- 
man rights,  and  for  the  mental  and  mate- 
rial development  of  the  country  and  its 
people.  Its  opponents,  on  the  contrary, 
are  led  by  the  late  enemies  of  the  nation, 
contending  for  the  mas  try  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  defeating  the  restoration  of  the 
States  and  re-establishing  a  hated  despot- 
ism based  upon  race,  and  which  is  detri- 
mental alike  to  the  masses  of  the  people  of 
every  race,  and  fatal  to  human  rights  and 
progress  in  every  clime.  Between  such 
opposing  forces  no  patriot  can  hesitate. 
Not  to  act  is?  *.o  shamefully  submit  to  de- 
feat, and  not  io  act  with  the  Republican 
party,  is  to  aid  .  "i  erecting  a  despotism  of 
class  upon  the  broken  and  scattered  frag- 
ments of  a  defeated  barbarism,  which  is 
covered  with  crime  and  fresh  from  the  as- 
sault upon  the  national  life.  No  glowing 
promises  which  the  Democratic  party  will 
now  make,  can  wipe  off  the  record  of  blood 
which  its  leaders  have  graven  upon  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  With  the  massacre-; 
of  Fort  Pillow,  Andersonville,  Saulsbury, 
Belle  Isle,  and  New  Orleans  inscribed  upon 
their  standard,  the  Democracy  and  their 
rebel  allies  will  plead  in  vain  for  the  sup- 
port of  loyal  liberty-loving  men.  The  des- 
tinies of  the  nation  cannot  now  be  entrusted 
to  hands  reeking  with  the  blood  of  loyal 
victims. 
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